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NOTICE OF INTENT TO PREPARE THE CNMI JOINT MILITARY TRAINING 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT/ 

OVERSEAS ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT AND  
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS 

 
The U.S. military announces its intent to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)/Overseas EIS 
(OEIS) to evaluate potential impacts associated with preliminary alternatives for meeting unfilled U.S. 
military training requirements in the CNMI. The U.S. military proposes to improve existing and develop 
new live-fire and maneuver ranges and training areas on Tinian and Pagan. Existing military training 
areas and support facilities in the Western Pacific, particularly those in the CNMI are insufficient to 
support U.S. military training requirements. U.S. military training capabilities and capacity improvements 
are needed in the CNMI to ensure that the U.S. military can meet its statutory and international agreement 
responsibilities to maintain, equip, and train combat-ready forces in the Western Pacific.  

 
The publication of the Notice of Intent initiates the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process 
and public scoping period for the CNMI Joint Military Training EIS/OEIS. Scoping assists the U.S. 
military in assessing the proposed action by soliciting community comment as to what issues should be 
addressed in the EIS/OEIS. Government agencies, private-sector organizations, and the general public are 
encouraged to participate in the NEPA process and scoping meetings for the EIS/OEIS. The U.S. military 
will host public open house scoping meetings on Saipan and Tinian.  
 
The public is invited to attend the following open house scoping meetings: 
 

 Wednesday, April 10, 2013, from 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm, Dandan Elementary School 
Cafeteria, Dandan Road, Dandan, Saipan 

 Thursday, April 11, 2013, from 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm, Tinian Gym, San Jose, Tinian 
 Friday, April 12, 2013, 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm, Carolinian Utt, Garapan, Saipan 

 
Informational posters will be displayed and subject matter experts will be available during the open house 
meetings to discuss the proposed action, answer questions, and accept comments. A Chamorro and 
Carolinian interpreter will be available at the scoping meetings. 
 
Also, in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, the U.S. military is initiating Section 106 
Consultation to determine the potential effects of the proposed action on historic properties and 
encourages governmental agencies, private-sector organizations, and the general public to participate in 
the Section 106 process. The Section 106 meetings will be held in a separate area during the scoping 
meetings where subject matter experts will explain the Section 106 process and solicit public input on the 
identification of potential historic properties.  
 
Comments may be submitted at the scoping meetings. Interested agencies, individuals, and groups may 
also mail their comments postmarked by April 29, 2013, Chamorro Standard Time (ChST) to:  
 
Mail comments to: Naval Facilities Engineering Command, Pacific  

Attn: EV21, CNMI Joint Military Training EIS/OEIS Project Manager 
258 Makalapa Drive, Suite 100 
JBPHH, HI 96860-3134 

 
Comments may also be submitted via the website: www.CNMIJointMilitaryTrainingEIS.com.  
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UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS 
COMMANDER, U.S. MARINE CORPS FORCES, PACIFIC 

CAMP H. M. SMITH, HI  96861-4139 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   IN REPLY REFER TO: 

                                                                    
                                                                                                                                     

 

Name 
Title 
Organization 
Address Line 1 
Address Line 2 
 

Subject: Notice of Intent and Public Scoping Meetings for the Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands (CNMI) Joint Military Training Environmental Impact 
Statement/Overseas Environmental Impact Statement (CJMT EIS/OEIS)  

Dear Sir/Madame: 

The United States (U.S.) Marine Corps, as the Executive Agent for U.S. Pacific Command (USPACOM), 

is pleased to announce the upcoming publication of a Notice of Intent (NOI) for the Commonwealth of 

the Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI) Joint Military Training Environmental Impact Statement /Overseas 

Environmental Impact Statement (CJMT EIS/OEIS).  

The NOI will be published in the Federal Register on March 15, 2013, and invites government agencies, 

private-sector organizations and the general public to participate in the National Environmental Policy 

Act (NEPA) process. The U.S. military will hold scoping meetings to seek public comments on the 

proposed scope and content of the EIS/OEIS. Three open house-style public scoping meetings will be 

held on the following dates, at the locations indicated below: 

 Wednesday, April 10, 2013, 5:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M., Dandan Elementary School, Dandan Road, 
Dandan, Saipan, CNMI 96960 

 Thursday, April 11, 2013, 4:00 P.M. to 7:00 P.M., Tinian Gym, San Jose, Tinian, CNMI 96950 

 Friday, April 12, 2013, 5:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M, Carolinian Utt, Garapan, Saipan, CNMI 96960 
 

At the meetings, participants will be able to: 

 View a slide presentation about the project 

 Learn about the NEPA process, review project posters and handouts 

 Ask questions and discuss the project with U.S. Military representatives 

 Learn about the National Historic Preservation Act and Section 106 process 

 Submit comments 
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The public will have an opportunity to submit written comments either at the public meetings, in writing 

to the address below, or on the project website at www.cnmijointmilitarytrainingeis.com.  

Naval Facilities Engineering Command, Pacific  
Attn: EV21, CNMI Joint Military Training EIS/OEIS Project Manager  
258 Makalapa Drive, Suite 100 
JBPHH, HI 96860-3134 

 

The 45-day scoping period will be open from March 15, 2013 to April 29, 2013 Chamorro Standard Time 

(ChST) for the public to provide comments on the proposed scope and content of the EIS/OEIS.  All 

comments should be received or postmarked by April 29, 2013 ChST. 

Enclosed with this letter is a fact sheet summarizing the project and a scoping meeting notification 

postcard that will be mailed to other potentially interested parties prior to the public scoping meetings. 

The U.S. Marine Corps is committed to working with our neighbors and partners in ensuring that this 

effort is a successful one.  If you or your staff has any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to 

contact Ms. Sherri Eng, at 808-477-5814 or sherri.eng@usmc.mil.  Thank you for your support. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

CRAIG B. WHELDEN 
Executive Director 
Marine Corps Forces 
Pacific 

 
 
Enclosures: CJMT EIS/OEIS Factsheet 
  CJMT EIS/OEIS Postcard Notification  
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Table B-1. Letter Recipients 
Salutation First Name Last Name Title Organization 

Ms.  Barbara Alberti Superintendent National Park Service, War in the Pacific National Historic Park 
Mayor Tobias Aldan Mayor Office of the Mayor, Municipality of the Northern Islands 
Mr. Paul  Amato Program Manager U.S. EPA Region 9 
Honorable Madeleine Z. Bordallo Congresswoman U.S. Congress 
Mr. Douglas Brennan President  Saipan Chamber of Commerce 
Dr. Rita C. Chong-Dela Cruz Administrator CNMI Coastal Resources Management Program 
Mayor Ramon Dela Cruz Mayor Office of the Mayor, Municipality of Tinian and Aguiguan 
Mr. Edward M.  Deleon Guerrero Executive Director, Saipan Ports Commonwealth Port Authority 
Honorable Joseph Pinaula Deleon Guerrero Speaker, Representative, 

Precinct I 
CNMI House of Representatives 

Mr. Melvin Faisao Secretary CNMI Department of Community and Cultural Affairs 
Mayor Donald Flores Mayor Office of the Mayor, Municipality of Saipan 
Lt. Governor Jude Untalan Hofschneider Lt. Governor Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands 
Governor Eloy S. Inos Governor Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands 
Mr. John McCarroll Pacific Islands Office Manager U.S. EPA Region 9 
Mayor Melchor A. Mendiola Mayor Office of the Mayor, Municipality of Rota 
Mr. Aniceto T. Ogumoro Commissioner CNMI Department of Public Safety, Office of the Commissioner 
Mr. Arnold I. Palacios Secretary CNMI Department of Lands and Natural Resources 
Rear Admiral Tilghman Payne Commander, Joint Region 

Marianas 
Joint Region Marianas 

Mr. Mike Pitzler State Director USDA, Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, Wildlife 
Services 

Mr. Frank Rabauliman Director CNMI Division of Environmental Quality 
Honorable Gregorio Kilili 

Camacho 
Sablan Congressman U.S. Congress 

Mr. Ramon Salas Acting Secretary  CNMI Department of Public Lands 
Mr. Gil M. San Nicolas Secretary Department of Labor 
Honorable Ralph Torres President CNMI Senate 
CAPT Casey White Sector Commander U.S. Coast Guard Sector Guam - OCMI 
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Table B-2. Postcard Recipients 
Salutation First Name Last Name Title Organization 

Honorable Antonio  Agulto Representative, Precinct V CNMI House of Representatives 
Mr. Vic April Staff Archaeologist CNMI Department of Community and Cultural Affairs, Historic 

Preservation Office 
Honorable Juan Ayuyu Senator  CNMI Senate, District 1 
Mr. Anthony Benavente Director CNMI Department of Lands and Natural Resources, Division of 

Parks and Recreation 
Honorable Anthony Benavente Representative, Precinct III CNMI House of Representatives 
Honorable Roman Benavente Representative, Precinct I CNMI House of Representatives 
Mr. Manuel Borja Environmental Engineer CNMI Division of Environmental Quality 
Honorable Francisco 

Manglona 
Borja Senator  CNMI Senate, District 2 

Honorable Joaquin Hoashi  Borja Senator  CNMI Senate, District 2 
Ms. Valerie Brown Coral Reef Ecologist NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service, Habitat Division - 

Guam Office 
Ms. Rosemary Camacho Administration CNMI Department of Lands and Natural Resources, Division of 

Fish and Wildlife 
Honorable George Norita Camacho Representative, Precinct IV CNMI House of Representatives 
Mr. Vicente Camacho   CNMI Military and Veteran Affairs 
Mr.  Earl Campbell Field Supervisor U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services, Pacific Islands Office 
Ms. Fran Castro Nonpoint Source and Marine 

Monitoring Program Manager 
CNMI Division of Environmental Quality 

Honorable Trenton Brian Conner Representative, Precinct VI CNMI House of Representatives 
Mr.  Tim Cornelison Air Traffic Manager, 

Guam/CNMI 
Federal Aviation Administration 

Honorable Francisco Cruz Senator  CNMI Senate, District 2 
Mr. Gerry Davis Assistant Regional 

Administrator for Habitat 
NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service, Habitat Division 

Honorable Francisco Santos Dela Cruz Vice Speaker, Representative, 
Precinct III 

CNMI House of Representatives 

Honorable Lorenzo Deleon Guerrero Representative, Precinct V CNMI House of Representatives 
Honorable Rafael Sablan Demapan, Jr. Floor Leader, Representative, 

Precinct II 
CNMI House of Representatives 

Mr. Lawrence Duponcheel   Tinian Cattlemen's Association 
Mr. Richard Farrell   CNMI Department of Lands and Natural Resources 
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Salutation First Name Last Name Title Organization 

Mr. Mark Filipek Director, Operations and 
Stations Division (T/EOS) 
Office of Technology, Services 
and Innovation 

IBB Voice of America Tinian 

Ms. Kate Fuller Legal Counsel CNMI Division of Environmental Quality 
Honorable Christopher D. 

Leon 
Guerrrero Representative, Precinct IV CNMI House of Representatives 

Honorable Victor Borja  Hocog Floor Leader CNMI Senate, District 1 
Mr. Sylvan O. Igisomar Director CNMI Department of Lands and Natural Resources, Division of 

Fish and Wildlife 
Mr. Jose King Director CNMI Department of Public Safety, Tinian Fire Division 
Mr.  Hank Krakowski Chief Operating Officer Federal Aviation Administration 
Mr. Eusebio M. Manglona   CNMI Department of Public Safety 
Mr.  Ross Manglona Director CNMI Northern Marianas College, Cooperative Research, 

Extension and Education 
Honorable Janet Ulloa Maratita Representative, Precinct I CNMI House of Representatives 
Ms. Gayle Martin Natural Resources Planning CNMI Department of Lands and Natural Resources, Division of 

Fish and Wildlife 
Mr. Phillip Mendiola-Long President  Tinian Chamber of Commerce 
Dr. Loyal Meyerhoff Field Supervisor U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services, Pacific Islands Office 
Mr.  Augustin Moses Environmental Protection 

Specialist 
Federal Aviation Administration 

Dr. Dilip Nandwani Paleontologist  CNMI Northern Marianas College Cooperative 
Research, Extension and Education Service 

Honorable Felicidad Ogumoro Representative, Precinct III CNMI House of Representatives 
Mr. John Palacios   CNMI Department of Community and Cultural Affairs, Historic 

Preservation Office 
Mr. Manuel Pangelinan Acting Director CNMI Department of Lands and Natural Resources, Division of 

Agriculture 
Mr. Lee Perlow   CNMI Division of Fish and Wildlife 
Mr. Dan Polhemus Environmental Review 

Coordinator 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

Mr. Manuel Rabauliman Director of Homestead CNMI Department of Public Lands 
Ms. Patricia Rasa Planning  CNMI Department of Public Lands 
Honorable Pete Pangelinan Reyes Senator  CNMI Senate, District 3 
Honorable Seman Richard Representative, Precinct I CNMI House of Representatives 
Honorable John  Sablan Representative, Precinct II CNMI House of Representatives 
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Salutation First Name Last Name Title Organization 

Honorable Antonio 
Pangelinan 

Sablan Representative, Precinct I CNMI House of Representatives 

Honorable Teresita Apatang Santos Representative, Precinct VII CNMI House of Representatives 
Ms.  Kitty Simonds Executive Director NOAA Western Pacific Regional Fishery Management Council 
Mr. Nicolas A. Songsong   CNMI Department of Lands and Natural Resources 
Honorable Jovita Maratita Taimanao Legislative Secretary CNMI Senate, District 1 
Honorable Mariano  Taitano Representative, Precinct I CNMI House of Representatives 
Honorable Ramon Angailen Tebuteb Representative, Precinct III CNMI House of Representatives 
Ms. Tany Topalian CNMI Field Office NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service - CNMI Office 
Honorable Ralph Deleon 

Guerrero 
Torres Vice President CNMI Senate, District 3 

Mr. Michael D. Tosatto Pacific Islands Regional 
Administrator 

NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service, Pacific Islands Regional 
Office 

Ms. Alecia Van Atta Assistant Regional 
Administrator for Protected 
Resources 

NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service, Protected Resources 
Division 

Honorable Edmund Sablan Villagomez Representative, Precinct III CNMI House of Representatives 
Mr.  Ryan Winn Project Manager Department of Army, U.S. Army Engineer District, Guam, 

Regulatory Branch 
Honorable Ray Naraja Yumul Representative, Precinct III CNMI House of Representatives 
Honorable Ray  Yumul Senator  CNMI Senate, District 3 
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UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS 
COMMANDER, U.S. MARINE CORPS FORCES, PACIFIC 

CAMP H. M. SMITH, HI  96861-4139 
                                        

                                                                    
                                                                                                                                     

 

Name 
Title 
Agency 
Address Line 1 
Address Line 2 
 

Dear Mr./Ms. Name: 

Subj: COOPERATlNG AGENCY REQUEST FOR THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE 
NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS (CNMI) JOlNT MILITARY TRAlNlNG 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT/OVERSEA ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
STATEMENT 

On 25 August 2010, United States Pacific Command (PACOM) appointed Marine Forces Pacific 
(MARFORPAC) as the Executive Agent to conduct studies and complete appropriate environmental 
planning documentation in support of identifying a solution(s) for existing training deficiencies in the 
PACOM area of responsibility. After conduct of a Training Needs Assessment and a Requirements and 
Siting Study, MARFORPAC and PACOM concluded that the greatest number of training deficiencies 
occurred in the CNMI. The CNMI Joint Military Training Environmental Impact Statement (CJMT 
EIS)/Overseas EIS (OEIS) will develop and analyze range and training area alternatives to satisfy 
PACOM Service Components' unfilled unit-level and combined-level military training requirements in 
the CNMI. The proposed action is to improve existing and develop new live-fire military ranges and 
training areas in the CNMI; specifically the islands of Tinian and Pagan. 

MARFORPAC requests AGENCY formal participation as a Cooperating Agency in preparation of its 
CJMT EIS, as prescribed in the President's Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Regulations, 40 CFR § 1501.6 Cooperating Agencies. Cooperating 
Agency responsibilities are explained in 40 CFR § 1501.6 and include, but are not limited to, the 
following: 

a. Participating in scoping, review, and hearing processes; 

b. Assuming responsibility, upon request, for developing information and preparing environmental 
analyses, including portions of the environmental impact statement for which the Cooperating 
Agency has special expertise; 

c. Making available staff, at the lead agency's request, to support and enhance the latter's 
interdisciplinary capability; and, 
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d. Adherence to the overall schedule as set forth by MARFORPAC. 

Please provide your response within 30 days of receipt of this letter indicating whether AGENCY accepts 
our request to serve as a Cooperating Agency and the point of contact for all EIS/OEIS matters. To avoid 
unnecessary delays in the NEPA process, MARFORP AC must have timely support from the cooperating 
agencies. In turn, MARFORPAC will ensure it provides necessary information and related materials in a 
timely fashion to enable AGENCY to complete review and respond promptly.  

Ms. Sherri Eng is the Environmental Planning Program Team Lead for MARFORPAC and will contact 
AGENCY staff to address specific details of this Cooperating Agency relationship. In the meantime, 
should there be any questions; Ms. Eng can be reached at (808) 477-5814, or email at 
sherri.eng@usmc.mil. 

 

 

CRAIG B. WHELDEN 
Executive Director 
Marine Corps Forces Pacific 

 

 

Copy to: 

AGENCY Staff 
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Table D-1. Cooperating Agency Status 
Cooperating Agency Status 
Federal Aviation Administration Accepted 
International Broadcasting Bureau Accepted 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, National Marine Fisheries Service Accepted 
Department of the Interior, Office of Insular Affairs Accepted 
U.S. Air Force Accepted 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Acceptance pending 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Declined 
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CJMT Scoping Meeting Video 

 

Refer to the attached CD for the 6.5-minute video shown at the scoping meetings. It may also be viewed 

online at http://www.dtpeis.us/documents. All material contained in Appendix E may also be downloaded 

from that website address. 
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